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SUBJECT: GERMAN REGULATIONS ON LEAD IN GAS 

REF: (A) 75 BONN 18677, (B) 75 EC BRUSSELS 9742, (C) 73 EC A-463 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 18 WE SPOKE WITH EC COMMISSION OFFICIAL VERDIANI, OF 
THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR THE INTERNAL MARKET, REGARDING THE 
GERMAN LAW ON LEAD CONTENT IN GASOLINE. VERDIANI SAID THAT THE 
DECISION OF THER GERMAN GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW DURING A TWO-YEAR 
TRANSITIONAL PERIOD THE SALE IN GERMANY OF GASOLINE WITH OVER 
.15 GRAM/LITER OF LEAD REMOVES TO A LARGE EXTENT, THE BARRIER 
TO INTRA-COMMUNITY TRADE POSED 

ORIGINALLY BY THE GERMAN LAW (SEE REFTELS). AN OUTSTANDING 
PROBLEM REMAINS, HOWEVER. IMPORTERS HAVE EXPERIENCED DELAYS AND 
EXCESSIVE RED-TAPE IN OBTAINING FROM THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES 
THE LICENSE REQUIRED TO IMPORT THE HIGHER LEAD-CONTENT GASOLINE 
INTO GERMANY. THE COMMISSION HAS BROUGHT THE PROBLEM TO THE 
ATTENTION OF GERMAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND IS AWAITING 
ASSURANCES FROM THEM THAT THE LICENSES WILL BE GRANTED PROMPTLY 
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2. DURING THE CONVERSATION, VERDIANI MENTIONED THAT THE 
COMMISSION MAY BE REVISING ITS DRAFT DIRECTIVE LIMITING THE 
LEAD CONTENT IN GASOLINE. THE IDEA WOULD BE TO HAVE TWO 
DIRECTIVES. THE FIRST DIRECTIVE COVERING AN INITIAL TWO- 
YEAR PERIOD WOULD LIMIT LEAD CONTENT TO A .40 GRAM/LITER 
MAXIMUM FOR BOTH REGULAR AND HIGH TEST. RATHER THAN DROP 
DOWN TO A .15 GRAM/LITER MAXIMUM FOR REGULAR FOLLOWING THE 
TWO-YEAR PERIOD AS PROPOSED IN THE DRAFT DIRECTIVE, THE 
NEW APPROACH CALLS FOR A STUDY OF THE ISSUE FURTHER TO 
DETERMINE IF, IN FACT, PERMISSIBLE LEAD CONTENT SHOULD 
BE LOWERED, RAISED OR KEPT THE SAME AS SUGGESTED IN THE 
DRAFT DIRECTIVE. VERDIANI SAID THE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE ON 
THE ISSUE IS QUITE CONFLICTING AND MORE RESEARCH WORK NEEDS 
TO BE DONE. HINTON 
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